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Michael W. Helmke, Sheriff 
Glenn E. Berg, Inspector 

 
Phone: (920) 459-3111              FAX:    (920) 459-4305 

 
 
June 23, 2009 
 
Dear Town Chair, 
 
Over the past 5 years, numerous emergency response agencies from around Sheboygan County have been 
requesting County Committees to develop an ordinance or policy for better signage of the uniform rural 
numbering system. The Law Committee of the Sheboygan County Board of Supervisors has put together a 
small Ad-Hoc committee to develop a proposal on changing the current required signage.  The Ad-Hoc 
Committee has met once and they would like townships to have a chance to comment on the proposal.  
 
Currently, the county requires that any site requiring an address post, or mount to the building, a set of 
white tiles with black lettering parallel to the road.  The committee is recommending that rural address 
signage be changed to a two-sided flag style sign, mounted within 10 feet of the right-of-way. (see pictures 
on last page) 
 
You may be familiar with the new style as all of Fond du Lac County, townships in Manitowoc and 
Ozaukee County have already made the switch.  The Town of Scott and Town of Mitchell have also made 
this type off signage available in addition to the current white tiles. 
 
The county is responsible for the ordinance regulating rural addressing, but if a change were to take place 
it would require the assistance of the townships to implement the change.  During these times of fiscal 
challenges we are considering an approximate 5-year plan to implement the change.  During the five years 
having either the existing white tiles or the new flag signage would be allowed.  To facilitate the change all 
new construction would require the new style of signage.  We all also like to see the new signage be a 
requirement of any building permit issued, including those for remodeling or maintenance, to further speed 
the process along.  The new signage would also be available to any resident wishing to make the change on 
their own in the next 5 years.  Any resident that has not made the change within the 5 years would then 
have their township issue a special assessment to have a contractor go out and install the new signage.   
 
A member of the Ad-Hoc Committee is soliciting bids on the new signage that we do not have yet.  Since 
this has come up in the past I do have some ball park numbers that you can use for discussion.  It is 
approximately $25 for the signs if a resident would do the installation themselves.  The cost for a 
contractor to come out and install a sign is roughly $45. 
 
The Planning Department has given me the number of sites this would impact per township as follows: 
 
Greenbush: 667 
Herman: 722 
Holland: 1153 
Lima: 1219 
Lyndon: 743 
Mitchell: 524 
Mosel: 407 
Plymouth: 1364 
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Rhine: 1131 
Russell: 170 
Scott: 795 
Sheboygan: 2885 
Sheboygan Falls: 894 
Sherman: 643 
Wilson: 1545 
 
If you have ever had to find an address in Sheboygan County while driving you know how hard it can be.   
I have approximately 60 days to report back to the Law Committee.  Any proposal that the Ad-Hoc 
Committee develops would impact your township and I do not wish to create a proposal with just the input 
of 5 people that do not directly represent a township.  I would appreciate your feedback as soon as 
possible.  You can reach me at (920) 459-3360 or you can send an e-mail to steinscs@co.sheboygan.wi.us 
with your comments.  I appreciate your assistance on this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steven C. Steinhardt 
Director of Emergency Management 
Sheboygan County Sheriff’s Department 
 
 
Example 
 
 

 
 
 
The example shows both the currently required white tiles parallel to the road and the proposed 
Flag style perpendicular to the road. 


